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 This study examines the innovation of learning strategies through 
Cooperative Learning by using Role-based Small Group Discussion. The 
purpose of this study is to reveal indicators that influence the success of 
learning through cooperative learning using Role-based Small Group 
Discussion. This study uses a qualitative method with the implementation of 
structured interviews and questionnaires, the use of this data collection 
method is carried out to reveal the views of the participants honestly. 
Respondents who became participants were students who came from public 
schools without any experience in learning Arabic. The results obtained were 
found indicators in the use of Role-based Small Group Discussion, namely 
attitudes, abilities, and usefulness of the method. 
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 مستخلص البحث

ثبحث هذه الدراسة في ابحكار استراثيجيات الحعلم من خلال الحعلم الحعاووي باسحخدام مىاكشة المجموعة 

الصغيرة اللائمة على الأدوار. الغزض من هذه الدراسة هو الكشف عن المؤشزات التي ثؤثز على هجاح الحعلم 

لصغيرة اللائمة على الأدوار. جسحخدم هذه الدراسة من خلال الحعلم الحعاووي باسحخدام مىاكشة المجموعة ا

طزيلة هوعية مع ثىفيذ الملابلات والاسحبياهات المىظمة ، ويحم اسحخدام طزيلة جمع البياهات هذه للكشف عن 

آراء المشاركين بصدق. المشاركون الذًن شاركوا في الاسحطلاع هم طلاب جاءوا من مدارس عامة بدون أي خبرة 

ة العزبية. ثم العثور على الىحائج التي ثم الحصول عليها مؤشزات في اسحخدام مىاكشة المجموعة في جعلم اللغ

 الصغيرة اللائمة على الدور ، وهي المواكف واللدرات وفائدة الطزيلة.

 كلمات أساسية  مىاكشة مجموعة صغيرة ؛ الحعلم الحعاووي؛ اللغة العزبية
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INTRODUCTION 

Language learning at the initial level is an activity to equip students from the 
beginning on an ongoing basis so that students have discipline in thinking and speaking. In 
essence, learning discipline in thinking is very closely related to the development of logical 
aspects and language discipline refers to the development of linguistic aspects (Zulkarnaini, 
2011).  And language skills consist of four components, namely skills listening skills, 
speaking skills, reading skills and skills write. A person's language reflects his thoughts, on 
writing skills. Having a goal can express one's thoughts more clearly by means of indirect 
communication (Anggraeni & Investigation, 2014). Based on this statement, strengthening 
for learning at the beginner level needs more attention, especially in the selection of 
strategies or learning methods. 

So far, the learning process in the classroom tends to use direct learning or teacher-
centered learning. Direct learning is always dominated by the teacher so that the teacher 
becomes the main actor in learning. Direct learning does not provide space for students to 
communicate their ideas so that students become passive in learning (Verawati, et al., 
2019). 

Today, the use of Role-Base Group Discussion is considered as a learning strategy. 
There are indicators that are considered in the use of Role-Base Group Discussion, there 
are at least three dimensions of student engagement: behavioral engagement, cognitive 
engagement, and emotional engagement (Xu et al., 2020). Role-Base Group Discussion is a 
Cooperative Learning activity involving the participation of students along with lecturers 
and their peers. A lot of research on cooperative learning has been done (Adeyemi; 2008, 
Lina Ali; 2011, Azizinezhad et al.; 2013) that students exposed to cooperative learning 
strategy performed better than their counterparts in the other groups. The results of the 
study also indicated that the effect of teaching strategies was gender sensitive. Discussion 
or Conclusion. The findings of the study are highly significant and relevant. These results 
have implications for curriculum planning, teacher training and retraining programme and 
classroom practice. 

Other successes regarding the use of cooperative learning are also noted (Lara & 
Repáraz; 2007, Parveen & Batool; 2012, Ajaja & Eravwoke; 2011) how the adoption of 
cooperative learning as an instructional strategy for teaching Integrated Science influences 
students’ achievement and attitude towards studies. Their assertion through the research 
carried out convinces the success and usefulness of cooperative learning as a learning 
strategy, in this case as explained earlier that language learning at the beginner level is 
emphasized requiring special attention as a foundation for learning at the next level, the 
researchers assess the use of cooperative learning as an alternative learning strategy that can 
be done in research conducted by researchers. 

The closest research conducted regarding innovation in this strategy has been 
carried out (Chan, 2020) Although exploratory talk between teachers and students and 
amongst students can promote positive learning experiences and cognitive development, it 
is the former that has dominated much of contemporary classroom discourse, (Liebech-
Lien, 2021) The pedagogical model cooperative learning (CL) has generated extensive 
research documenting its benefits for students' learning, (Peña-Ayala, 2021) At present 21st 
century education boosts situated teaching approaches, meaningful learning habits, and 
experiential use of new technology, all of which enable learners to acquire domain 
knowledge and develop skills during seamless scholar labors, (Heinimäki et al., 2021) 
During collaborative learning, students tend to spontaneously enact different participatory 
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roles that may significantly affect collaborative learning processes. Only few empirical 
studies to date have investigated groups as systems based on emerging roles and role 
profiles of the participating students, and how emerging role profile configurations affect 
achievement. This exploration of students' self-adopted roles investigated the relationship 
between role profile configurations and achievement. 

Based on this research, the position of this research is on the cognitive 
development of students who are novice Arabic learners. Furthermore, the purpose of this 
study is to reveal indicators that influence the development of Arabic learning for beginner 
students through a cooperative learning approach using a role-based small group 
discussion. 

 

METHOD 
 

This study uses a qualitative approach using a structured interview method. 
Interviews were conducted to explore and obtain information with honest assessments 
from participants. In qualitative research, the instrument or research tool is the researcher 
himself. Therefore, the researcher as an instrument must also be "validated" how far 
qualitative researchers are ready to carry out research which then goes into the field. 
Validation of researchers as instruments includes validation of understanding qualitative 
research methods, mastery of insight into the field under study, readiness of researchers to 
enter research objects, both academically and logistically. 

Individual respondents who became participants in this study were participants of 
the Lisan Arab learners, which is a learning program specifically for novice students who 
are learning Arabic which is managed by the Ministry of Arabic Language Education, 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia. The number of participants is 20 students. The selection 
of respondents using non-probability sampling is new students who come from a learning 
experience background with minimal knowledge of Arabic. 

Table 1. Participant Demographics 

Characteristics N 

Male  4 
Female  16 
Experience  
       Public schools 15 
       Madrasah  3 
       Others  2 

Data Collection Technique 

Data collection techniques carried out by researchers in this study, including: 
1. Observing consciously and recording details of the object under study in natural 

conditions. 2) Analytical notes against previous notes (make notes margin, underline, 
color). 3) Rewrite the results of observations in the form of an estimate of the 
respondent's behavior (notes + answers + other people's opinions). 4) Presenting and 
writing in the final report (findings). 

2. Interviews conducted by researchers are in-depth interviews with the aim of exploring 
information holistically and clearly from informants 

3. Documentation carried out by researchers is by looking at, analyzing related documents 
that can complement research data. The document is in the form of writing or pictures 
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such as teacher evaluation notes, curriculum archives, and recording tools to view 
learning activities 

In addition to interviews, this study uses a survey through a questionnaire. The 
results of the questionnaire survey give judgment on the results of the interviews 
conducted. The psychometric scale was used in the study as a step in analyzing data from 
the questionnaire obtained using a Likert scale. 

Data Processing 

Data analysis was carried out through several stages, namely:  Data reduction: In data 
reduction, the researcher discusses with friends or other people who are considered 
experts. Through the discussion, the researcher's insight will develop, so that it can reduce 
data that has significant findings and theory development value. Data display: The display of 
data used by researchers is to present data with descriptive and narrative text descriptions. 
Verification: Researchers verify as a validation of data findings in the field. As explained that 
the third step in qualitative data analysis according to Miles Huberman is drawing 
conclusions and verification. The initial conclusions put forward are still temporary, and 
will change if no strong evidence is found to support the next stage of data collection. 
However, if the conclusions raised at an early stage are supported by valid and consistent 
evidence when the researcher returns to the field to collect data, then the conclusions put 
forward are credible conclusions. 

RESULTS & DISCUSSION 

The success of learning is largely determined by the models and learning methods 
designed by the teacher. Basically, teachers can use any learning model in carrying out 
teaching and learning activities. But the most important thing is that teachers must have 
careful consideration when using certain learning models. Of course, using these learning 
models there are expected achievements (Sulaiman, 2014). 

Method variations have been carried out from time to time in line with the needs of 
the global community, so that affect the learning process in the classroom. However, the 
lack of studies strategies and methods in growing the current creative thinking process 
encourage more in-depth study of the topic. It aims to improve critical and creative 
thinking skills among students (Sulaiman, 2014). In learning, a teacher must have a vision 
and goals that he wants to achieve achieved in students. The vision and objectives must be 
conceptualized as follows: basis for choosing a suitable, effective and practical learning 
model. In conceptualizing a vision and goals must take into account environmental 
conditions, needs and student character. A learning model that fits the conditions and 
world of the participants students can encourage interest for students and can also produce 
goals maximum learning (Sulaiman, 2014). 

Cooperative learning is one of the methods or learning models that can be used by 
teachers. In other words, cooperative learning is a teaching process in which students are 
taught (conditioned) to be able to work into small groups and the group is heterogeneous 
and by mutual assistance between students with one another in learning the material. the 
subject matter provided. cooperative learning model is a method, model or form of 
learning that focuses on the process or activity of working together in carrying out learning 
activities with small heterogeneous groups in order to get maximum learning conditions in 
order to achieve these learning objectives. 

Cooperative Learning is a strategy teaching designed to educate students in working 
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in groups and interaction between students. Cooperative Learning learning methods can: 
(a) teach students to trust the lecturers; (b) thinking ability; (c) seek information from other 
sources and learn from other students; (d) push students to express their ideas verbally and 
compare them with ideas her friend; (e) helping students to learn to respect each other 
smart and students who are less and can accept these differences. So that able to provide 
solutions for creating dynamic web sites, knowing web technology latest, able to release the 
web that has been created (Zainal & Maryam, 2020). 

First, the researchers conducted structured interviews with students and conducted 
a verbatim from the results of these interviews by analyzing the supporting factors that 
became the literature to obtain findings related to beginner learning using the Role-Based 
Small Group Discussion learning approach strategy, then identifying the findings. 

Table 2. Participant Interview Analysis Draft 

Participant Coding Indicator Data 

Ism #1 At first I was inferior (attitude), but with the 
learning that was carried out through group 
discussions with a small scale of members, 
also guided slowly by the teacher, thank 
God I felt helped. So far I can catch up in 
class (Usefulness) 

Attitude in the preparation 
of group discussions 

Shn #8 … with the teacher treating us equally 
because we are both beginners, as well as 
his personal approach, this raises the spirit. 
The practical work done is also relevant to 
our abilities, but in the end at least we can 
catch up in class (usefulness) 

Benefits of using Role-
Based Small Group 
Discussion 

After that, the researcher analyzed the results of the questionnaires that had been 
filled in on the participants' willingness. The results of this questionnaire will be identified 
which will then strengthen the findings so that more in-depth data analysis can be carried 
out. 

Table 3. Description of Questionnaire Results 
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By comparing the results of the identification of the results of interviews and 
questionnaires, we can present the findings of this study, namely several perceptions of 
Role-based Group discussion, namely through the conclusions of indicators: student 
attitudes, student abilities, the usefulness of Role-based Group discussion strategies. 

Students' Attitudes  

Concept of Cooperative Learning :Cooperative learning involves students working 
together in small groups to accomplish shared goals. One can see that several definitions of 
cooperative learning have been formulated. According to them, cooperative learning is an 
instruction that involves students working in teams to accomplish a common goal.  

Although exploratory talk between teachers and students and amongst students can 
promote positive learning experiences and cognitive development, it is the former that has 
dominated much of contemporary classroom discourse. Research over the past four 
decades has not provided a convincing response to whether some modes of talk may be 
more beneficial, and in what order (Chan, 2020). 

Attitude formation that are appropriate for students will be a trigger for motivation 
for them to improve their effort and perseverance to learn in order to be successful. 
Therefore attitude is wrong one factor that needs to be considered and considered to 
improve the learning process teach in class. In language learning, language attitudes have an 
influence on students' learning motivation. Students who have a positive language attitude 
have a tendency to succeed compared to those who have negative.  

Attitudes that refer to emotions/feelings are an emotional evaluation or reaction 
(the degree of liking or disliking associated with object being addressed). This can apply to, 
for example, feelings of liking or disliking the learner towards the speaker of the target 
language is an expression of his attitude towards the speaker that language. The second 
component, cognition, refers to what the learner knows about the object being addressed. 
What he knows doesn't necessarily have to be fact or truth, but what he believes can be 
considered cognition. For example, students may think that English speakers are poor and 
uneducated. In addition, the learner's knowledge of the basics of language learning can 
affect attitudes and behavior towards the language. The third component of attitude, 
behavior, related to intentions or actions related to the object of attitude. As For example, 
will the learner try to imitate the way native speakers speak, or will the learner do you want 
to continue learning? (Sudirman & Huzairin, 2017).  

Language attitude is a combination of attitudes, orientations and interests. Part The 
first of language attitudes, namely attitude, is used to find out what is thought, what is what 
is known and what the learner believes about the object being addressed. In relation What 
we want to know is the attitude of the learner towards native Arabic speakers, Arabic 
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courses/classes and Arabic teachers. The second part is orientation. By referring to the 
third component of attitude as described above, then orientation refers to the reason for 
learning the target language. Orientation is divided into orientation integrative and 
instrumental orientation. The last part is interest, which is aimed at knowing the emotional 
reaction of the learner to the object being addressed. What is meant by interest here is the 
learner's interest in foreign languages. 

Student Abilities  

Language skills are the ability, skill, wealth of speech, thoughts and feelings of 
humans through arbitrary sound, used to cooperate, interact, and self-identify in good 
conversation. Understanding language skills is the extent to which an individual masters the 
symbols and meanings of language. Language is essentially a regular speech of human 
thoughts and feelings, which uses sound as a tool. Language ability is the ability, skill, 
wealth of speech, thoughts and feelings of humans through arbitrary sounds, used to 
cooperate, interact, and identify themselves in good conversation. Language skills are the 
ability to choose language sounds (in the form of words, sentences, stresses, and tones) 
appropriately and also to formulate them appropriately to convey thoughts, feelings, ideas, 
facts, actions, in a communication context. 

Regarding the problem of learning Arabic for beginners by containing nahwu 
learning, this is as explained by (Abdullah, 2012) regarding the selection of materials when 
Arabic teaching materials for non-Arabs touch the theme of nahwu. There are things to 
note: 
1. Don't overdo it or focus on learning nahwu 
2. Learning nahwu should not be made into a discipline with special books and hours, 

except for higher levels. 
3. Do not rely on teaching methods that give more attention and portion to grammar. 
4. Learning grammar that is functional or urgent for learners in expressions and 

conversations. 
5. The teaching of nahwu must not sacrifice other purposes of the language itself. 
6. The examples given should not be separated from context or meaning, but will be 

more appropriate through the context of sentences in texts or writings given according 
to the ability of the learner, or learning in meaning that can enrich vocabulary, 
expressions, and can help improve language skills and proficiency. 

7. Avoiding the use of nahwu terms in teaching unless it is absolutely necessary. 
8. It is recommended not to give nahwu lessons unless the learner is proficient in 

distinguishing between sounds and pronouncing vocabulary. 
9. Increase exercise 

In conclusion, there are three things that can be considered in the learning process. 
First, learning produces changes in student behavior that are relatively permanent, meaning 
that the role of educators such as educators and lecturers is as agents of change. Second, 
students have potential and abilities which are natural seeds to be grown and developed 
without stopping. Thus learning to optimize self-potential so that the ideal quality is 
achieved. Third, the change or ideal achievement does not naturally grow linearly in line 
with the life process, meaning that the teaching and learning process is indeed a part of life 
itself, but it is specifically designed and intended to achieve the ideal conditions or qualities 
as mentioned above. 

Usefulness  

In cooperative learning students feel that they are working together to achieve one 
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goal and are bound to one another. A student will not be successful unless all members of 
his group are also successful. Students will feel that they are part of a group that also 
contributes to the success of the group. 

Cooperative learning will increase interaction between students. This, occurs in the 
event that one student will help other students to succeed as a member of the group. This 
mutual assistance will take place naturally because a person's failure in a group affects the 
group's success. To solve this problem, students who need help will get from their group of 
friends. The interaction that occurs in cooperative learning is in terms of exchanging ideas 
about the problem being studied together and Individual responsibility in group learning 
can be in the form of student responsibility. 

In cooperative learning, in addition to being required to study the material 
provided, a student is required to learn how to interact with other students in the group. 
How students behave as group members and convey ideas in groups will require special 
skills. Cooperative learning will not take place without a group process. Group process 
occurs when group members discuss how they will best achieve their goals and make good 
working relationships 

The findings of this study strongly support the theory put forward that cooperative 
learning (ŞİMŞEK et al., 2013) has a more positive effect on increasing students' academic 
knowledge and achievements. (Heinimäki et al., 2021) explain during collaborative learning, 
students tend to spontaneously enact different participatory roles that may significantly 
affect collaborative learning processes. Only few empirical studies to date have investigated 
groups as systems based on emerging roles and role profiles of the participating students, 
and how emerging role profile configurations affect achievement. This exploration of 
students' self-adopted roles investigated the relationship between role profile 
configurations and achievement. 

However, there are notes in the process of learning Arabic in general, as explained 
In language learning, there are several strategies and methods used according to the level of 
students. That is, language learning activities at each level of education must be different, 
because the intelligence and skills of students are different according to their level. The 
learning of Arabic language skills for beginners is the foundation for the development of 
language skills at the next level. If students' istima skills are placed properly starting at this 
level, it will facilitate the development of istima at the next level, as well as the skills of 
kalam, qiraah, and kitabah. In other words, learning Arabic language proficiency at the 
beginner level is an introductory step for students to learn Arabic at the next level. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Based on the findings and discussions conducted in this study, it was concluded 
that role-based group discussions were considered significant in helping learning Arabic for 
beginners by considering students' attitudes, student abilities, and usefulness. The 
identification of the results is concluded in the outline that learning Arabic for beginners is 
the initial foundation, it is necessary to have the right strategy to strengthen the intended 
foundation, so Role-based Group discussion can be perceived as an alternative learning 
strategy, remembering and seeing the results of identifying the data obtained. Furthermore, 
this research needs to be carried out at the stage of evaluating appropriate learning for 
beginner Arabic learners. 
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